
Suspected Bronchiolitis: 

 Coryzal prodrome 1-3 days 

 Followed by: 
o Persistent cough and 
o Difficulty in breathing (tachypnoea or recession) and 
o Wheeze and crackles 

 Sometimes: 
o Low grade fever, Poor feeding 
o Apnoea in young babies (can be without other signs) 
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AUDIENCE 

Board wide, primary care, secondary care emergency 
departments 

PATIENT GROUP 
 

Paediatric patients < 2 years of age 

 

Clinical Guidelines Summary 
 
 
 

  

CLINICAL ASSESSMENT TOOL – BABIES/CHILDREN < 2 YEARS 

WITH SUSPECTED BRONCHIOLITIS 

 

Immediate 

Risk 

To life? 

(Exhausted, 

recurrent 

apnoea) 

 

NOW  Ambulance 

Paediatric referral 

Oxygen to maintain 

SaO2 > 92% 

Stop feeds 

All green features  Any amber features and no red Any red features 

Home management Adequate feeding to maintain hydration > 50% normal intake 

3 wet nappies per day 
Urgent paediatric 

referral -  

SBAR format 

Ambulance 

transport  

 

YES NO 

Discharge checklist: 

Worsening advice 

Do’s and Don’t’s 

Feeding advice > 50% 

requirements 

Bronchiolitis leaflet 

Recognising red flag 

symptoms 

 

Significant deterioration in the past 6 hours - 

feeding, breathing, responsiveness, colour 

NO YES 

 

Consider period of 

observation   

Call for advice 

Additional Risk factors? 

* < 6 weeks of age * Pre-existing lung condition * 

congenital heart disease * prematurity * 

immunosuppression * neuromuscular weakness *  

* re-attendance * adverse social circumstances 

 

NO 

YES 
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Key: 

CRT: Capillary refill time 

*Apnoea – for 10-15 seconds or shorter if accompanied by a sudden decrease in saturations/central cyanosis or 

bradycardia 

SATS: Saturation in air 
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Appendices 
 

1. Governance information for Guidance document 

 

Lead Author(s): Dr Carol Dryden 
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Care & Clinical Governance Group (SCCG)  
 Version Number: 1 

Approval date: 23/12/2025 

Review Date: 20/12/2028 

Responsible Person (if different 
from lead author) 
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