The use of Vabysmo (Faricimab) for macular oedema secondary to
Retinal Vein Occlusion.

TARGET Medical professionals working within the Ophthalmology
AUDIENCE department in NHS Lanarkshire.

PATIENT GROUP  Patients with the diagnosis of central macular oedema
secondary to retinal vein occlusion.

Clinical Guidelines Summary

e This guideline covers the use of intravitreal Faricimab (Vabysmo) for the
treatment of adults with macular oedema in patients with retinal vein
occlusion.

e The guideline will detail indications of treatment and the treatment schedule
including monitoring.




The use of Vabysmo (Faricimab) for the treatment of adults with visual impairment
due to macular oedema secondary to retinal vein occlusions.

Guideline Body

Indication for Treatment — Visual impairment due to central macular oedema
secondary to retinal vein occlusions.

Faricimab has been approved by the SMC for the treatment of adult patients with
visual impairment due to macular oedema secondary to branch and central retinal
vein occlusion (BRVO and CRVO). SMC ID - SMC2685

Anti-VEGF injections are a recognised form of treatment for macular oedema
secondary to retinal vein occlusion and locally has always been our first line
treatment option for this group of patients. Faricimab presents a further drug option
in addition to the existing treatment options of Aflibercept and Ranibizumab.

Faricimab was shown to be non inferior to Aflibercept in the Balaton and Comino
trials. Long term data up to 72 weeks showed that between 50-60% of patients are
able to extend their treatment interval to 3-4 months. This reduces the number of
invasive treatments required by patients and reduces the clinical burden. This
therefore presents an attractive treatment option, both for 15t line patients and those
with a poor response to other Anti-VEGF injection treatment.

Attached, as Appendix 1 is the local treatment guidelines for use of anti-VEGF
injections in retinal vein occlusions. Treatment will follow a loading dose of 3
injections at monthly intervals, with subsequent injections following the treat &
extend treatment schedule, as detailed in the flow chart. Switch criteria & red flags
are also bottom of the flowchart. “Treat & Extend” is the recognised gold standard
treatment protocol, where treatment intervals are extended (or reduced) based on
clinical response, which is assessed at each injection by visual acuity and Optical
Coherence Tomography (OCT) imaging.

The guideline was discussed at the Ophthalmology department Clinical governance
meeting in 2024 and will be reviewed on an annual basis within the medical retina
and Ophthalmology Clinical governance meetings.

The Faricimab posology has also been updated to state “For patients on an
intravitreal anti-VEGF therapy who are switching to Vabysmo, the treatment regimen
may differ from that recommended for treatment-naive patients. When switching a
patient from an intravitreal anti-VEGF therapy to Vabysmo, the length of any
subsequent treatment interval is at the discretion of the physician based on the
patient's anatomic and/or visual outcomes.” This removes the necessity to “reload”
patients on the initiation dose.
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Appendices

Appendix 1- Clinical protocol

Key

Anti-VEGF = Anti Vascular Endothelial Growth Factor
CMO = Cystoid Macular Oedema

|0P = intraocular pressure

T&E = Treat & extend treatment protocol
VA = Visual Acuity

Scarring/Atrophy/Fibrosis

Meovascularisation

New haemarrhage
VA <40 letters

Unable to extend treatment
interval

Retinal Vein Occlusion (RVO)
Centre involving Cystoid Macular Oedema (CMO)

Ischaemic Non- [schaemic

| —
! 'y :
VA 35 VA >70 letters

Consider short trial (x3) of VT letters Consider
with guarded prognasis. PLUS observation
PRP TREAT in clinic
1%t line If unsuitable for Anti-VEGF then discuss with
Aflibercept 2mg or Faricimab bmg consultant

Injection number 1,2, and 3 at 4 weekly intervals.
Assess VA & OCT at injection number 3 then T&E as below

Treat & Extend treatment protocol

No improvement in vision
and chronic CMO despite
regular injections

NEW or INCREASED fluid on OCT
or
NEW macular haemorrhage

Or
NEW sub-retinal hyperreflective material

Stable/Improved fluid on OCT
and/or
Stable/improved haemorrhage

+/- Stable or better vision

Mo avidence fluid on OCT

or
Stable fluid at previous interval

+/-Stable or better vision

+/- Loss of = 5 letters due to disease

REDUCE interval by 4 weeks ‘ | MAINTAIN treatment interval | ‘ EXTEND interval by 4 weeks

I

VA + OCT at all subsequent injections
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2.You can include additional appendices with complimentary information that doesn’t
fit into the main text of your guideline, but is crucial and supports its understanding.

e.g. supporting documents for implementation of guideline, patient information, specific monitoring
requirements for secondary and primary care clinicians, dosing regimen/considerations according to
weight and/or creatinine clearance
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